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will give a handful or two of grain, according to the quantity set aside for charity. Should the supply become exhausted through the multitude of callers, a further supply may be given out, if the household can afford it; otherwise the late comers must depart without receiving anything. Sunday appears to be a specially good and most propitious day for beggars. More alms are distributed on Sunday than on other days. When the pancMngam gentleman appears he is received by some of the elders who may happen to be at home, as his daily message is of importance.
Another   class   of    professional    mendicants   is   the Jangam   mendicant.      The   Jangamas   are   a   sect   of Saivas who wear the   lingam  on their person, either in a box suspended from the neck,  or else tied in a cloth round the arm.     They  are a class   of   Sudras, who, theoretically, do not hold caste distinctions and in   various   other   ways   repudiate    Brahminical   rites. Many of this sect follow the profession of tailors and dress-makers,   whilst   many  are  native musicians  and some  are professional   beggars.    The   Jangam  beggar has the upper  part  of   his  face  and eyes   plentifully covered with the white horizontal marks  of  Siva.   He is also clean shaven, and does not even wear the universal top-knot.   He is  more plentifully clothed than the   ordinary mendicant, his   chief   garment   being   a long reddish-coloured coat.    He also wears a cap.   He carries in his hand a long staff with a steel trident at the end of  it;   while  slung from   one  shoulder is a bell and a conch shell, and from the other the alms bag.    Bound his  neck is a rosary, composed of   the rough spherical seeds of the rudraksha tree; and altogether he is a person not easily to be mistaken.   He has his  constituents  in   various   quarters,   whom   he visits in turn, according to their number and his own particular   need   or  fancy.     On   coming  to   a   house, he  stands ai^l rings his bell  to call attention to his